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September Newsletter

From The Board – Amanda
Mitchell
September 2015
Whenever I go to a conference, I have a rule: if I
can learn five new things or meet five
interesting people then it was a success. By
that criterion, the IAP2 North American
Conference in Portland was a definite success
story. Here are my top 5 highlights.

Read more
Amanda Mitchell,
IAP2 Canada Board

The 2015 IAP2 North American Conference
The annual North American Conferences keep getting better and better! The 2015 edition, Sept. 9 – 11
in Portland, Oregon, set a record for attendance, sellingout at 350! Attendees came from the US,
Canada, Australia, Indonesia, South Africa and Singapore.
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And what a conference! In the sessions and out, conferencegoers were treated to a variety of studies in
P2 in action.

Did you realize that more and more municipal
governments – Victoria, Vancouver, Winnipeg,
Toronto, Burlington, Montréal – have created
offices of public engagement (see Patrick Lo’s
“Student’s Perspective” elsewhere in this
newsletter)? Or that one of the big challenges for
a public utility is to convey the seriousness of a
situation without understating the case or
sounding like “Chicken Little”?
If you weren’t able to make it to Portland, you can
still learn from the sessions for your own
professional development, as these
presentations, along with contact information for

Read more

the presenters, are now available online.

Keynote Presentations Now

The Conference According To

Online!

Storify

Stimulating, enlightening and each one totally

We encouraged participants to use social

different: the Conference plenaries featured four

media (#2015NAConf) to spread the word to

brilliant keynote speakers. Their presentations

those who weren’t there, and Karen Zypchyn of

are now online

the Wild Rose Chapter curated the tweets on
Storify (there’s an expression I never would

Read more

have used, much less understood, five years
ago!) to paint a series of pictures in 140
characters or fewer.

Read more

A Student’s Perspective: Patrick Lo
A number of students received scholarships to attend the 2015 IAP2 North American Conference.
Among them was Patrick Lo, a Master’s student at the University of BC, majoring in Planning, who
monitored the session, “Municipal Engagement, Eh?”
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=c6f9f0fefe&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=15873ec4c62fd1c7&siml=15873ec4c62fd1c7

2/4

11/17/2016

Gmail  Fwd: IAP2 Canada September Newsletter

At the 2015 IAP2 North American Conference
in Portland, a panel of practitioners consisting
of Amanda Mitchell from the City of Vancouver,
Lara Tierney from the City of Calgary, Tiffany
Skomro from the City of Winnipeg, Michelle
Dwyer from the City of Burlington, Ontario, and
Daniel Fusca from the City of Toronto hosted a
session on P2 initiatives and challenges
happening in their respective Canadian
municipalities.

Read more

Congratulations to The Core Values Award Winners!
The Conference also featured the Core Values Awards Gala: an opportunity, as we've often said, to
recognize "the best of the best" in public participation. This year's winners lived up to that label!
The City of Victoria was named Organization of the Year for its “Foundation for Success”, a fiveyear
initiative to increase citizen involvement in civic affairs.
Following an alarming series of youth suicides on its reserve, the Pikangikum First Nation in far
northwestern Ontario (about 300 km north of Kenora) took matters into its own hands to address mental
health issues and, working with Beringia Community Planning of North Vancouver, developed
“Working It Out Together.” That effort scored a double: the Core Values Award for Indigenous
Engagement and overall Project of the Year.
The City of Calgary won the award for Extending the Practice through Creativity, Contribution and
Innovation in the Field for its "Action Plan 20152018". (Honourable Mention went to the City of
Edmonton for "What the B*ke!"  a reopening of discussions on bicycle infrastructure.)
The Hawkwood Community Association in Calgary and Forum Stakeholder Relations received the
firstever award for P2 for the Greater Good for the "Our Hawkwood" project.
The City of Vancouver received Honourable Mention for Organization of the Year for its "Engaged City
Task Force".
From the USA, Oregon Metro received Project of the Year honours for its consultations on a transit and
development plan covering a very diverse community along a 20km corridor, while the St Vrain Valley
School District in Colorado won Organization of the Year.

Katie Hamilton (l) and Julie Potter from the City of

Jeff Cook of Beringia received the awards for
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Indigenous Engagement and Project of the Year
from Judges' Representative Maria DeBruijn.
USA Judge Joel Mills looks on.
Victoria

Read more

Save The Date! The 2016 IAP2

“Getting Engaged – Staying

North American Conference

Engaged” – The IAP2 October

#2016NAConf

Webinar

Yes, we’re already talking about next year’s

When there's no major public decision in the

Conference, and if you like cosmopolitan

offing, how do you stay in touch with citizens

flavour, 400 years of history, great bagels and a

and keep them engaged? Two researchers at

place where hockey is a religion, you’ll love this

the University of North Carolina are using a

one! We’re heading to Montréal, Sept. 2830!

blog to keep issues and the people in contact

Bookmark this page and check back for

with each other. Join us on Tuesday, October

updates!

13 at 2pm Eastern time, as John Stephens and
Rick Morse share their insights.

Register

UnsubscribeIAP2

Member Profile – Julie Reid Forget
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